
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR THE ARMED FORCES 
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, 14th DECEMBER 2016

Thank you Mr Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments on 
various matters relating to the Armed Forces military covenant. 

Battle of Britain RAF Heritage signs
12 roads in Heywood will have their original signage replaced with commemorative 
heritage signs. 
Historically Heywood has a connection with the RAF and the Streets when built were 
named after famous Battle of Britain pilots and RAF stations. The Royal British Legion 
industries are making the signs and it is hoped they will be in place and unveiled by the 
end of December 

Memorial Benches
16 Memorial benches have now been installed across the Borough. The black iron 
benches represent both world wars with 3 designs being available. These benches have 
been funded through Township funding with an additional two being funded in Heywood by 
The Lancashire Veterans Association and Heywood Rotary Club. An extra bench is to be 
installed in Rochdale memorial gardens which has been funded by the Lancashire Fusiliers 
Association Rochdale Branch. 

Memorial Plaques 
Two additional plaques have been installed on Littleborough memorial. One is for 
additional names for the Memorial, Private Fred Stead, with the wording ‘shot at dawn’ is 
the first and only name at this stage. Private Stead was shot a dawn for desertion but his 
case file shows that he was suffering from what we call now PTSD.  The second plaque is 
post WW2 names; Corporal Jack Stanley is the only name on this plaque, he died in 2012 
from wounds received in Afghanistan. Both plaques were dedicated on Armistice day and 
the family of Jack laid a wreath beneath the plaque. The plaques were funded by Pennines 
Township.

Welfare
Welfare work has continued since the last report. The drop in has started again every 
Thursday. Support is available for veterans between 11.00am and 1.00pm at number one 
Riverside. 

Rochdale Veterans Breakfast Club
The Veterans Breakfast Club is held at the newly refurbished Clock Tower Dining Room at 
Rochdale Town hall. A subsidised breakfast is provided for Veterans and Dependants 
every Thursday between 09.00 am and 10.30 am.  The Breakfast Club has gone from 
strength to Strength and is now oversubscribed on a weekly basis. Specific special 
functions have been provided for veterans such as the Remembrance Day Breakfast and 
the Veterans Christmas Dinner.

Work Across AGMA
Our Armed Forces Officer is now Chairing the AGMA Armed Forces Group Meeting (local 
Authorities) and the AGMA Armed Forces Partnership Group Meeting (Armed Forces 
Network). This is in response to the positive work that has been carried out in Rochdale. 
We as a Local Authority are leading the way across AGMA in support of our Armed Forces 
Family.



Remembrance Service
People gathered across the Borough on Remembrance Sunday to pay their respects.
Veterans, cadets and serving soldiers, sailors and airmen were joined by dignitaries to 
stand in silence and lay wreaths.

Cllr Alan McCarthy
Lead Member for the Armed Forces
 

Thank you Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the Council 
about these or any other matter relating to the Armed Forces.


